392   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
divisions was defeated and destroyed by three British brigades
and a brigade of the nth African Division in a converging move-
ment on Dalle from north-east and south-east. The united force
then freed the passage of the Omo, one of the most formidable
river obstacles in the country, and captured Jinuna on June 21.
The Italians* last line of retreat had already been severed by the
advance of General Platt's troops to Gambela, and they had no
choice but to surrender. In this campaign, carried out in the
heaviest period of the rains and over country of great ruggedness
and difficulty, a force of 40,000 Italians were accounted for by less
than half their number.
These brilliant victories in Cyrenaica and East Africa were
unfortunately followed by a series of setbacks.
In October, 1940, Italy had made a sudden and unprovoked
attack on Greece, but her troops failed to overcome the stubborn
Greek resistance in the difficult country of Epirus, and by February,
1941, it was clear that Germany, which had at first stood aloof,
would have to intervene if to save her hapless ally from complete
defeat and ejection from Albania. General Wavell, whose first
offer of help had been refused by the Greek Government for fear
of provoking Germany to intervention, was therefore instructed to
halt his offensive in Libya and to prepare to send a strong expedition
to Greece. Only three divisions (ist New Zealand, 6th and yth
Australian) and part of an armoured division (the and British) could
be made available and even this involved cutting down our garrison
of Cyrenaica to one infantry division (the 9th Australian) and the
rest of the 2nd Armoured Division. General Wavell, however,
considered it safe to take this risk, as no hostile counter-offensive
there, according to the information at his disposal, was to be
expected before May.
After considerable discussion as to the role of the British in
Greece it was eventually agreed that they should hold the line of the
Aliakhmon river north of Mount Olympus, which the Gteeks
would occupy pending their arrival, and that the main Greek
army facing the Italians in Epirus should fall back to prolong this
line westwards to the Adriatic coast. But the entry of German
troops into Bulgaria early in March caused a change in this
plan, and only two weak Greek divisions were available
for the Aliakhmon line. Moreover General Papagos, the Greek
Commander-in-Chief, though he realised that the main Greek
army was declining in fighting strength and morale as a result of its
winter campaign in the Epirus mountains, was naturally reluctant
to order it to abandon all its hard won gains until compelled to do
so; and this view appeared to be vindicated by the unexpected
resolve of Yugoslavia to resist Germany's entry into their country.
Unfortunately, however, no contact or co-ordination of plans took